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The phenomenon

Campaign promoted by:  

*OIL CONVENTIONS:
C189 Decent Work for Domestic Workers, 2011
C156 Workers with Family Responsibilities, 1981

In today's globalised economy, people are 
increasingly looking for job opportunities 
and a dignified life beyond the borders of 
their own country. In Italy, the majority of 
domestic workers are women of foreign 
origin. Their daily experience as migrants is 
connected with the issue of white orphans. 
These are children who remain in their 
country of origin, to be looked after by a 
single parent, grandparents or left in 
orphanages. Remoteness often leads these 
children to depression, anxiety or even 
suicidal ideation.

In line with the principles of international 
labour legislation on domestic work and 
family responsibility of 
workers*, families can make 
a difference by helping 
female workers and 
domestic workers to 
stay in touch with 
their children and 
family members.

Domestic employers can make a difference 
with small actions that have absolutely no 
costs in contractual terms. At the end of the 
working hours, for example, where possible:

allow domestic workers to use tablets, PCs 
and other devices to videocall or write to 
their children;

give them to access the home wi-fi network 
to stay in touch with their families;

extend domestic workers' holiday periods 
by allowing them to take unpaid leaves in 
addition to accrued annual leave.
Alternatively, under the national collective 
agreement on domestic work it is possible 
to agree on the calculation of annual leave 
over a two-year period;

promote family reunification between 
domestic workers and their children also 
on the national territory;

facilitate your domestic worker in the 
completion of family reunification practices.
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